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International Festival
Government
shutdown
could aversely
affect higher
ed.r public
problems

UAH men
move to a
three game
win streak
after a
shutout of
Union on
Fridav
by David Vail

by Nicholas Neely
The effect of the government shutdown
could harm many college programs, with
the impact on higher education and public
schools growing larger the longer the
shutdown continues, White House officials
said Tuesday.
The negative impact of government
aid programs would not directly harm
dispersal of federal student loans and Pell
Grants, instead the main impact will result
from the furlough of nearly 90 percent of
the Department of Education's staff, about
4,400 full-time workers. The loss of these
federal workers will affect the operation of
certain government education programs
that require personnel to function, such
as the Federal Work Study program and
the Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grants. Some employees have not been
furloughed because they are needed to
manage the $22 billion already appropriated
for certain state programs.
For furloughed employees, the
House of Representatives unanimously
passed a bill that would grant backed pay
to furloughed workers once the shutdown
ends. Approximately 800,000 government
employees have been furloughed during the
shutdown, although the Pentagon is set to
announce that it will call 300,000 of those
employees back to work. Despite showing
no interest in scheduling a vote for other
House-passed bills that would have funded
other parts of the government, the Senate
and White House intend to get behind
the House bill, however this rare sign of
unity does not address the immediate
consequences of the loss of funds for
education.
"A protracted delay in department
obligations and payments beyond one
week would severely curtail the cash flow
to school districts, colleges, universities
and vocational rehabilitation agencies,"
said a representative of the Department of
Education. The Department of Agriculture,
which oversees funding for school lunch
programs, said it still had enough money
to fund the program through the month of
October.
So far, there has been no evidence
of a solution for the shutdown from Sen.
Harry Reid or House Speaker John
Boehner. The deadline for the shutdown,
unless the debt ceiling is raised, is Oct. 17.
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This year, UAH celebrated
its forth-annual International
Festival, otherwise known
as iFest. iFest is a wonderful
event open to the public
with a special emphasis on
the university's international
students, allowing for a
genuine expression of UAH's
diverse student body. There
were thirty-seven nations
represented in total.
The opening
ceremonies began with an
introduction and welcoming
of each country and its
representatives ushered in
by the Huntsville Drum Line.
Many wore traditional clothing

from the country that they were
representing and each bore
their national flag with pride.
After all the countries entered
Spragins Hall, the crowds were
welcomed in as well to enjoy
the festivities to follow.
Each country had
a display decorated with
historically recognizable
items of national significance:
pottery, artwork, clothing, holy
books, musical instruments
and many others. At certain
points of the day, many of the
nations served traditional food
and drink. It was great to talk
with our international students
about their cultures and see
their excitement in getting to

share with fellow students and
the public.
In addition to the
great displays from each
nation inside Spragins,
there were also various
performances constantly
going on just outside. Some
of these included a Huqin
Concerto, Bollywood dances,
traditional Chinese dances,
the UAH Salsa Club, the
world-renowned Step Africa
and many others. FvnaWy tor
just five dollars, one could get
a meal of assorted traditional
foods from different countries.
It was incredible. Be on the
look-out for iFest next year.

UAH Cross
Country
breezes
through
JSU
Foothills
Invitational
by JeJfCarr

At this point, there is not much
that can stop the University of
Alabama in Huntsville's men's
and women's cross country
teams.
This past weekend
both teams won the JSU
Foothills Invitational
Championship. Jose Ortega
notched his first career top
finish for the men and Vicky
Winslow took home her third
straight first place finish this
year.
As the winner of the
men's 8k race, Ortega finished
with a time of 25:43.45. He
led five of UAH's runners
who finished within the top
fifteen. Blaise Binns came
in fifth place with a time of
26:20.09 and right behind
him was Kenneth Richardson
who ended the run with a time
of 26:20.56. Taylor Buzzard
(26:47.55) and Joey Bemowski
(26:49.07) both rounded out

the Charger finishers in the top
fifteen at No. 13 and No. 14,
respectively. Daniel Rush and
Alex Gilliland both landed in
the top 45.
UAH bested a field of eight
teams that included Columbus
State, West Alabama and
Morehouse. The Chargers
edged out Columbus State by
seven points to take home the
win.
For the women, it's pretty hard
to be any faster than Vicky
Winslow. She has not only won
three straight races, but she
hcis also S6t her personal bes
time each of the three weeks
This week she breezed across
the finish line with a stellar
time of 17:40.05. Michelle
Kruse managed a fifth place
finish with a time of 18:49.79

and Kailey Williams snuck in
behind her at 18:55.72. Two
other Charger runners rounded
out the top ten as Kasey
Spence (19:00.91) and Kayla
Luechtefield (19:06.58) both
finished eighth and ninth.
The women narrowly took
first place from No. 23 ranked
Columbus State, eking by
with a three point margin.
West Alabama and Georgia
Southwestern rounded out the
top four schools at the event.
Next up on the schedule for
Winslow, Ortega and the
Chargers is the Florida State
Invitational. That race is slated
for next Saturday, Oct. 11, in
Tallahassee, Fla.

by Sara McMahan
On Friday, the University of Alabama in
Huntsville men's soccer team shut out Union
in a 3-0 win in a Gulf South Conference
match-up for their third straight clean sheet.
The Chargers only allowed Union
five shots, as the contest was heavily
controlled by the blue and white. The stand
out being Kyle Simmons, who recorded
all three of UAH's points in the match-up.
Simmons is the first Charger to score three
points in one contest in over two years.
He also managed this feat in his collegiate
debut back in September of 2011. After his
standout performance, Simmons has now
recorded 27 goals in his career, tying him for
eighth in the program's history.
Simmons first found the goal after
a strong run to the right of the box by
Anthony Benitez, who now leads the team
in assists with five for the season, within
the first 15 minutes of the game. Next to
connect with simmons was Mitch Wilson,
who trails behind Benitez with four assists for
the season, in the 33rd minute of play after
beating a diving Union defender. The blue
and white scored the final goal 61 minutes
into play as Yuri Ivanov had a strong attempt
hitting the post, when Simmons managed to
rocket the ball into the net.
The Chargers will have to continue
the offensive dominance as the rest of the
season holds tough match-ups against all
conference competitors. UAH will begin a
four-game run at home on Friday as they
host Delta State at Charger Park at 7:30 p.m.

News and
Campus Life
'The Walking
Dead'set to
infect more
airtime

Discrimination and Scandal Rocks
UA's Greek System
by Charlotte Cain

Segregation. The connotation
of this word harkens to the
peculiar past; to the image
of civil rights protesters
marching through the streets,
to the image of Alabama
Governor George Wallace's
infamous "Stand in the
Schoolhouse Door," to the
dream that eventually turned
into a nationwide appeal for
equality. Today, the University
of Alabama is investigating
allegations that the last barrier
to integration on its campus is
on Greek Row. Following the
University of Alabama's Fall
2013 Rush Week, allegations
surfaced that two AfricanAmerican women were barred
from receiving bids into any
of the sixteen traditionally
Caucasian sororities because
of the color of their skin. While
these specific pledges did not
receive bids into any of the
sixteen Panhellenic sororities,
the allegations specify that
sororities Delta Delta Delta,
Chi Omega, Pi Beta Phi and
Alpha Gamma Delta had
members come forward with
concerns about discrimination.
The discrimination
allegations arose after a
seemingly perfect sorority
recruit was removed from
the pledge bidding process,
TOP: Stunt actors, John Cooper, left, and
despite
support from current
Elizabeth Davidovich, right, play zombies on
chapter
members. The recruit
the set of 'The Walking Dead," the zombie
was
considered
an ideal
series on AMC in June 2012. (Carolyn Cole/
pledge
by
any
measure:
Los Angeles Time/MCT)
salutatorian of her high
BOTTOM: Andrew Lincoln is shown on
school class, direct ties to the
the set of 'The Walking Dead," the original
University of Alabama and
zombie series on AMC in June 2012.
deep familial roots in local
and state politics. Allegations
by Nicholas Neely
of discrimination have now
On Sept. 23, AMC announced its hit series,
expanded past student
"The Walking Dead," will be getting some
involvement. An anonymous
company as the network plans to introduce
member of the University of
a spinoff series that also takes place in the
Alabama's Chapter of Chi
zombie apocalypse-plagued world of its
Omega claimed the removal
flagship series.
of the recruit from the bid
Early details are sketchy, but the
process was at the hand of
new series will take place in the same
their chapter advisor, Emily
universe as the one inhabited by the group
Jamison. Alpha Gamma
of survivors from the original series. AMC
Delta member Melanie Gotz
is billing the new show as a "companion
was first of several different
series" to the original because it will
sorority members to come
technically center on all new characters;
forward with allegations of
however we do not yet know if there is the
pledge discrimination. "People
potential for interaction between this new
are too scared of what the
cast of characters and the Rick Grimes-led
repercussions are of maybe
batch of survivors from the original series.
taking a black girl," Gotz
Launched in 2010, "The Walking Dead"
said, citing the Alpha Gamma
became a monster hit for AMC, eventually
Delta alumnae and executive
receiving over 12 million viewers each
board as the primary barrier
week and easily beating most of its network
to giving the recruit a bid. In
competition; a rare feat for a cable series.
response to these allegations,
AMC has already lost a critical darling,
the national headquarters of
"Breaking Bad," this season and Emmy
Alpha Gamma Delta released
magnet "Mad Men" will see its end in two
this statement:
years. This announcement comes on the
"Alpha Gamma Delta
heels of AMC revealing the "Breaking Bad"
has policies that govern
spinoff "Better Call Saul."
its recruitment process.
Reaction to the series
These include policies about
announcement has been met with some
the roles undergraduates
skepticism from TV critics and industry
and alumnae play in the
insiders who cite the show's already hitrecruitment process. In
and-miss quality when it comes to writing
addition, Alpha Gamma Delta
and character development. The 'behind
policy prohibits discrimination
the scenes' politics of "The Walking Dead"
on the basis of race in all
production has been nearly as dramatic
of its activities including
as the show itself. "The Walking Dead"
recruitment. We take seriously
has aired three seasons thus far and has
any allegation that recruitment
experienced significant turnover in the
policy was not followed."
number of executives at the helm of the
An anonymous
series, not to mention the high-profile
source inside one of the
firing of the show's creator and executive
University of Alabama's
producer Frank Darabont, who was
traditionally Jewish sororities
instrumental in adapting the comic book for
spoke out about the current
the airwaves.
discrimination allegations
In reaction to the press release,
surrounding the Fall 2013
IGN.com editor Jim Vejvoda expressed
RusfvThe source asked for
reservations about how the spinoff would
full anonymity, as the national
work in what was already designed as an
chapters have placed a ban
open-ended story and world. "How much
on members speaking to
darker could a spinoff of the Walking Dead
the press. The anonymous
get from the original show? The world is
source provided insight
already gone, people have already done
into why the recruit was not
the most horrible things to each other. What
given a bid by her sorority,
more? It seems kind of sadomasochistic at
claiming that, The one girl
this point to watch even more of that. It is
that the article focuses on
not like CSI where there is a new crime of
dropped houses and turned
the week to solve."
down party invitations, which
means she didn't maximize
her options, which almost

guarantees that you will be
released from recruitment."
This defense contributes to
the claims made by Alpha
Gamma Delta that the recruit
was removed based on policy
procedure. The source also
claimed that the Crimson
White did not adequately
portray both sides of the story
and cited that the allegations
were not distinguished as
isolated events and placed a
stigma on the Greek system
as a whole. "The Crimson
White is historically AntiGreek and it is continuously
publishing articles that bash
the Greek system," she
said. When asked about the
occurrence of segregation on
Greek Row, the source said
that "some of the allegations
have some merit. But I

by race. Bonner issued the
following statement that the
University will implement new
protocols to prevent further
discrimination: "While we will
not tell any group who they
must pledge, the University
of Alabama will not tolerate
discrimination of any kind."
After continuing
protests and negative
national press, the University
of Alabama President has
mandated the implementation
of continuous open bidding.
The concept of an open
bidding process allows
sororities to extend bids to
any woman, at any time,
without the restrictions of a
formal bidding process. The
University appears optimistic
that the implementation of
an open bidding process will

"segregation is
an issue in white
sororities; black
sororities are
more accepting of
integration because
of our history."
feel that there is a double
standard. In the article, they
say that (the predominantly
Caucasian) Panhellenic has
only extended a bid to one
African American woman,
which is not true, but praises
the (predominantly African
American) Panhellenic
association for extending a bid
to one white woman."
This allegation of a
double standard allowed for
exploration into whether or
not discriminatory practices
exist in the historically
African-American sororities.
Reports show that Zeta Phi
Beta pledged white member
Eve Dempsey in the spring
of 2007, after integrating in
the 1980s. An anonymous
source within the AfricanAmerican Greek system of
the University of Alabama
stated that, "segregation is an
issue in white sororities; black
sororities are more accepting
of integration because of our
history."
Following The
Crimson White's allegations
of discriminatory practices
in the University of Alabama
Panhellenic system, students
spoke out against the Greek
system and protests against
the sorority systems ensued.
Students marched from
the university library to the
president's office located in
the administration building.
Some students have even
acted out against students of
the Greek system as a whole.
Some Greek members even
claim that they have been
harassed. "I can't wear my
letters or walk down the row
without being called horrible
names," one student said.
The University of Alabama
President Judy Bonner
issued a video about the
demonstration and allegations
of discrimination. In the video,
Bonner acknowledges that
the system is segregated

alleviate the existing race
barriers. Additionally, the
Panhellenic chapter president
and delegates will vote on
increasing chapter sizes. In
the past, open bidding was
not possible because chapters
would meet their quotas
during rush week. However,
by increasing chapter sizes,
sororities would be allowed
to offer unaffiliated students
bids any time during the year.
Despite the advances made
over the past fifty years, the
question remains; how did the
University of Alabama's Greek
Row remain segregated for so
long? But more importantly,
will the new regulations truly
allow for integration? Only
time will tell.

Red Bull
Stratos
Exhibit drew
a crowd for
special guest
lecture
By Gage Smythe
The Red Bull Stratos Exhibit at the Space
and Rocket Center drew a crowd of over 100
college students and space buffs last month
with a special lecture from a crew member
who contributed to last year's historic 24-mile
free-fall.
Luke Aikins, who spent three years
working toward the record-breaking skydive,
was integral in designing the suit that
allowed Felix Baumgartner to survive the
24-mile free-fall that broke the sound barrier
on Oct. 14, 2012. His lecture, given at the
. Davidson Center in Huntsville, Ala., on Sept.
19, 2013, ranged in topic from the individual
components of the space suit to the
unexpected problems that were encountered
during the actual dive.

Baumgartner
reached a top
speed of Mack
1.25, breaking
the sound
barrier
Baumgartner reached a top speed of
Mach 1.25, breaking the sound barrier and
becoming the first person to do so with only
his body. The jump drew the attention of over
eight million spectators worldwide, a large
chunk of total internet traffic, making it an
incredibly successful advertisement for Red
Bull. Aikins hopes that the attention will draw
The next generation of adventurers" to pick
up where he and the Red Bull Stratos team
have left off.
The dive, sponsored by Red Bull,
was not just an impressive feat meant to
entertain the masses; the suit designed for
the jump provided essential information that
could possibly help future astronauts survive
large falls in emergencies experienced while
reentering the Earth's atmosphere. The
jump proved that an astronaut could survive
such falls aided only by a special suit and a
parachute.
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Volleyball wins the week, 3-1

UAH Volleyball finished the we

Gunnarsdottir breaks records,
team slips up

3-1. (Courtesy of UAH Sports)

by Taylor Reed
The Lady Chargers found
their groove this week as they
won three and lost one in the
home stretch of games.
The week started off
Tuesday for the Chargers
as they took on rival North
Alabama for Spare Change
night. Spragins Hall was
packed in blue as UAH
crushed UNA in three straight
sets. In the very first set UAH
charged out of the gate with
a 10-2 lead, silencing the roar
of the lions. UAH never let the
visitors take a lead and stole
the first set by force.
The second set
started the same as UAH
jumped out to an 11-3
advantage. The Chargers
took the second set 25-18
and the third set 25-13. This
was a huge win for the team,
crushing the in-state rival in
front of a huge fan base. The
win against UNA marked the

first time the Chargers went
3-0 at home since 2006. Olivia
Bauman and Haley Snyder
were standouts in the game.
The Lady Chargers crushed
UNA and as Snyder stated
on twitter, "the lion sleeps
tonight!"
UAH returned to
Spragins three days later
to take on West Alabama,
looking to stay undefeated
at home. The conference
matchup started off with
UWA winning the first set.
UAH would strike right back
evening the score with a
close 25-22 set win. The night
continued to swing back and
forth as West Alabama took
the third set. One set away
from losing, UAH dug deep
and went 25-15 in the fourth
set to force number five. In the
fifth set, kills by Bauman and
Brugman ignited a 6-1 run that
would give the Chargers the

momentum needed to win and
advance to 4-0 at home.
On a three-game
winning streak, the team
in blue and white had one
more game of the weekend
and one more game before
taking to the road. UAH took
on the 20th best team in
the entire country, the West
Florida Argonauts. The Lady
Chargers came out with
intensity, but the strength
and ability of the Argonauts
overpowered the young UAH
squad as UWA won three
straight sets. The loss ended
the perfect home record for
the Lady Chargers but the
Chargers showed many good
things in the week of home
games. UAH finished the
week 3-1 and will now head to
Shorter for the first road game
in over two weeks.

The women's soccer team suffered a tough loss to No. 6 North Georgia over the weekend. (Courtesy
of UAH Sports)
by Sara McMahan
Iris Gunnarsdottir broke two University
of Alabama in Huntsville records,
while the team suffered a tough loss
to No. 6 North Georgia, slipping up yet
again against the University of West
Alabama over the weekend.
The UAH goalkeeper matched
her personal best of 11 stops, tallying
285 to break the previous record of
274 set from 1997-99. The match-up
against North Georgia also marked
the 47th start as a Charger for
Gunnarsdottir, to surpass the record of
46 set from 2002-05.
The girls started the contest
with strong offensive play to put the
first point on the board. Niina Jetsu
connected with Marie Blunt just seven
minutes into the contest to allow Blunt
to find the back of the net. UNG fired
back scoring two within minutes of
each other less the six minutes after
the blue and white. The Nighthawks

would not score again until 43 minutes
into the contest to give them a 3-1
cushion at the half. North Georgia
scored their fourth point 60 minutes
into play to give the final score of 4-1.
Gunnarsdottir continued the
record-setting performance into the
weekend as the Chargers held the
UWA scoreless until the 83 minute
play. UAH gave up just two goals late
in the game to give a 2-0 loss. The
blue and white made several strong
offensive advances as Melody Dodd
and Sydnie Fiocca both had shot on
frame. Gunnarsdottir also had six
saves for the night.
The Chargers return to
conference play on Friday as they host
Delta State at Charger Park at 5 p.m.
This will start a five-game stint for the
blue and white all being conference
games held at home.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF
ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE

Where Are You Going?

Study Abroad in 2014!
INFO SESSION and FREE PIZZA
Thursday, October 17, 5:30-7:00pm
Frank Franz Multipurpose Room
Come learn about study abroad opportunities in 2014, from shortterm faculty-led offerings to full academic year programs.
There is an opportunity waiting for you!

IT you are feeling sad, anxious, or overwhelmed,

take an anonymous mental health self-assessmer

http://www.mentalhealthsrrcening.org/screening/iiah
«•«*»* ywwSigarMBUMM.»

For more information, please email globalstudies@uah.edu
or call 256-824-6288

Go. Learn. Experience.
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Arts and
Leisure
Review from
the Archives
with Megan Roman

'Gravity' Review
by Paul Sorrells

"Gravity" is an experience
first and foremost, so one
should see it on the biggest,
highest quality screen you
can find and get swept away
In an entertaining film with very little
by its grandeur. Directed by
dialogue, French comedian/writer/
Mexican filmmaker Alfonso
director Jacques Tati satirizes a world
Cuaron, "Gravity" is an epic
increasingly dominated by technology
on par with any other film in
and shows its effects in his signature
recent history, a movie that
role, the hopeless Mr Hulot. The neargets its power from imagining
mute Hulot lives in provincial Paris, not
what it would be like to look
far away from his sister and brotherdown at the Earth from space.
in-law with their ubermodern gadget"Gravity" is a technological
packed villa. Most of the equipment
marvel and a masterwork of
malfunctions, especially in the presence film directing, despite a rather
of Hulot. Although most audiences shy
slim narrative.
away from foreign movies, largely due
Sandra Bullock plays
to subtitles, Mon Oncle emphasizes
Ryan Stone, an engineer
visual humor and sound effects.
on her first space mission,
The main character, Mr. Hulot
while George Clooney plays
resembles the great creations of the
Matt Kowalski, a veteran
silent comedians, such as Charles
mission commander on his
Chaplin or Buster Keaton. Tati said
last. They are essentially
he created his alter ego by combining
the only characters in the
the hesitant lope of an architect he
movie with speaking roles
knew with the personality of a "simple
and in actuality. Clooney
man I had known in the army." The
has very little screen time.
film applies much to current times,
Bullock is the only actor
as it shows how technology and
on screen for most of the
architecture have evolved beyond their
movie and in by far the best
limited practical uses. For example, the
performance of her career.
landscaped greenery posing as floral
Clooney's work here is solid,
life is a mocking substitute for a natural
but unspectacular even as his
environment. Sound effects replace
strengths as an actor coincide
small talk, implying that much of our
with the type of character he
communication is just unnecessary
plays.
noise.
The two astronauts are
The gangling, umbrella-strolling stranded during a spacewalk
Hulot gives laughs throughout the film,
when a destroyed Russian
and the scrupulous design of the sets
satellite starts a chain
and buildings offers new curiosities
reaction among the satellites
to discover at all additional viewings.
in Earth's orbit that sends
Overall, "Mon Oncle" is top of the line
a huge cloud of debris into
entertainment.
orbit. The debris destroys the
astronauts' space shuttle, kills
most of the crew and severs
communication between them

Mon Onde (1958)

Nosferatu (1922)

"Nosferatu! That name alone can chill
the blood!" Bram Stoker's Dracula
inspired this fascinating eerie silent tale
between the battle of light and darkness
(suitably in black-and-white).
German actor Max Schreck
(whose last name by coincidence
even means fear) plays the famous
vampire with a haunting perfection,
which explains the fear of Hutter, who
has travelled to Count Orlok's secluded
castle high in the Carpathian Mountains.
The townsfolk cannot blame him - they
scream at the sound of his name alone.
Hutter escapes to Bremen, Germany,
only to be followed by the bloodlusty vampire. Nosferatu, however,
discovers yet another victim. "Your wife
has a beautiful neck," he comments
on Hutter's innocent wife Ellen, who
instantaneously becomes the new prey.
This cinematic classic that
inspired many later versions of Dracula,
as well as even more pop culture
vampire films, remains one of the most
impressing silent features of all times.
Despite its success, the finished film
barely evaded a court order that all
copies were to be destroyed. Luckily,
Nosferatu won against all legal threats,
leaving audiences around the world with
a stunning experience.

t

and mission control. Stone
and Kowalski end up tethered
together floating through
space and have to find a way
to reach one of the orbiting
space stations to have any
chance to survive.
"Gravity" is first and
foremost a technological
wonder. Like James
Cameron's "Avatar," most
of this movie was probably
not even "shot" as it would
be in a traditional film, but
rather the filmmakers create
an almost entirely digital
world. The difference here
would be that Avatar showed
a fantastical world, whereas
Gravity is focused on realism,
and for the most part it looks
just as one would imagine
space travel to look. The first
thirteen minutes of "Gravity"
consist of a single shot,
which in a startling display of
filmmaking takes the viewers
from an opening view of the
Earth filling the screen, to the
Space Shuttle slowly drifting
into view, to pristine shots of
astronauts on a spacewalk
and finally to the brutal
destruction of the shuttle.
"Gravity" is not a perfect
movie however, for about
thirty minutes Gravity is
an absolutely dazzling,
groundbreaking and brilliant
piece of moviemaking that
easily ranks among the
greatest in sci-fi movie history.
After that initial salvo though,
"Gravity" devolves into a more
conventional thriller, albeit a
much more spectacular one
than anything else seen on
movie screens this year. It

will not work near as well on
a small screen at home as it _
does on a massive theater
screen, and it is almost
exclusively eye candy. When
eye candy is this good though,
it is not even really a criticism
anymore.
Even if "Gravity" does not
quite realize its full potential,
it puts every other blockbuster
movie this year to shame.
With a budget of about a
third of an "Iron Man 3" or
"Man of Steel," "Gravity" does
so much more than use its
money and technological
prowess to give the audience
cheap thrills. When Gravity
takes us to space, it is aweinspiring, magical and utterly
convincing. The dedication
to innovation, realism, and
theatricality makes "Gravity"
a completely rewarding and
memorable experience,
and we can only hope that
filmgoers will reward it for its
ambition with a hefty boxoffice haul.
While "Gravity" may not
have the depth of something
like "2001: A Space Odyssey,"
or the watchability of "Star
Wars," and isn't the near
perfect work of science fiction
that Cuaron's own "Children
of Men" was. It is still a leap
forward in terms of science
fiction realism and among
the most exhilarating theater
experiences in years. A small
step for Cuaron perhaps, but
a giant leap for the movie
industry as a whole.

'Rush' Review
by Paul Sorrells

Ron Howard's "Rush" does not try to
do anything more than tell a simple, yet
incredible story of two drivers who compete
for the formula one championship during the
historic 1976 season. The film is both helped
and hurt by being based on a true.story. On
hand the movie gets away with things that
would be completely unbelievable if they had
not happened in real life, on the other the
filmmakers do not have much room to work
with while creating interesting narratives and
characters.
"Rush" follows two diametrically opposed
racers from their first meeting at a formula
three race in 1970, to a fiercely developed
rivalry that culminates six years later. James
Hunt, played by a shockingly good Chris
Hemsworth, is a playboy, who races for the
thrill, the women, the money and the fame.
Niki Lauda, played by German actor Daniel
Bruhl, does it because he has never been
good at anything else. He completely lacks
any kind of social abilities but is better at
preparing the cars to race than anyone and
approaches each race like a chess match.
The two drivers bring out the best in each
other, as they both cannot stand the thought
of losing to the other. The strength of "Rush"
comes from the excellent dynamic created
between these two characters and the rivalry
makes it one of the more interesting sports
movies in recent years.
"Rush" has its flaws however; nearly all
the characters besides Lauda and Hunt are
either underwritten or uninteresting. This
might be an intentional ploy on the part of
the filmmakers, showing that everything that
does not affect their relationship takes on a
secondary concern for the drivers. While this
might work in theory, in practice it just means
that the movie is populated with extraneous
characters. The ending of "Rush" falls a
little bit flat, trying a little bit too hard to bring
closure to the rivalry and just making the end
a bit awkward.
There is still a lot to like in "Rush" from
a filmmaking standpoint, as Ron Howard
turns in some of his better directorial work.
The racing scenes are well put together and
the movie as a whole is expertly crafted. In
addition, Chris Hemsworth proves that he
can do more than play superheroes as he
turns in an excellent performance, and Bruhl
establishes himself as a borderline Oscar
contender. Given the dearth of sports movies
in recent years, "Rush" is a refreshingly well
put together entry in the genre that, while
maybe not a great movie, is definitely worth
watching at least once.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
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1 A dromedary has
one
5 Smart guy?
10 Exec's"! need it
now!"
14 Black-and-white
snack
15 Military training
group
16 Actress Hatcher
17 Like a clock
reading 5:05 at
5:00
18 "Eat!"
19 Tenant's expense
20 "Space-saving
computer monitor
22 Fateful March day
23 Equipment on a
balance sheet,
e.g.
24 Immunity builder
26 Cuban dance
30 Defective cars
33 Devious laughs
36 'That stings!"
38 Often : about
half the time
39 Foofaraw
40 Untidy waking-up
hair condition,
and what the first
word of the
answers to starred
clues can be
42 Historical span
43 Posh
45 Freezer bag
feature
46 Bluish hue
47 Go away
49 Southern speech
feature
51 Turn out to be
53 Zodiac transition
points
57 Arizona Indian
59 "Title racehorse
in a 2003 film
63 Mont Blanc, par
exemple
64 Rabbit relatives
65 Foreign Legion
cap
66 Falsehoods
67 "Fame" singer
Cara
68 First family's
garden site?
69 Oater stronghold
70 Tickle pink
71 Cubicle
furnishing

By Gail Grabowski and Bruce Venzke
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Saturday's Puzzle Solved

1 Labor leader
who vanished in
1975
2 Range dividing
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tablelands
4 Kiln users
5 Adaptable,
l®9trically
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6 Wilderness home
8 Reacts to a
tearjerker
9 Pet's home away
tromnome
10 Some hotel
lobbies
1 1 "Start-upcapital
12 Rule, Britannia
composer
13 Depressing
situation, with
'the"
21 Early Beatle
Sutcliffe
25 Enjoy King and
Koontz
27 Cohort of Curly
28 Future blossoms
29 Felt pain
31 Director Ephron
32 Kenton of jazz
33 Difficult
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34 Falco of "The
Sopranos"
35 "Jalapeno, for one
37 Listen to
40 Polar explorer
Richard
41 Menu words
44 Most off-the-wall
46 Sounded like a
chicken
48 Buttocks,
informally
50 Loos, for short
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52 Necklace gem
54 Soft leather
55 Plumber's
concerns
56 Reek
57 Football game
division
58 Hodgepodge
60 Real estate
measurement
61 Curved
62 'That makes
sense"

